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Annie is an antenna analysis program written by myself on an Apple ][
computer in 1983.  A series of five articles were written for QST magazine
starting in February 1984, receiving the ARRL’s Technical Merit award for
that year.  The software was then ported to the Commodore 64.  Since it was
entirely in assembly language on the Apple, I got some connectors from Radio
Shack, and connected the computer’s serial ports together and wrote some
software to make a copy of a region of the Apple’s memory on the
Commodore.  I then assembled Annie on the Apple as though it were running
on the Commodore and copied it over.  I did that for each copy sold.  Those
were the days!

Then I got my first IBM-PC.  I re-wrote the software in Turbo-Pascal.  That is
what we are now distributing.  The software is still copyrighted, but anyone
who wants to copy or distribute it may do so as long as they do not charge
more than the cost of copying and distributing.

This manual is written for the Apple, there are differences for IBM-PC use.
For example you simply double click on Annie.com or Annie-87.com to run
Annie, the second one uses the floating point co-processor.  Annie comes up in
a DOS window.   To move to the next option on a menu, press F1.  To move to
a previous option, press F2.  To select the next value (for example, “none” ->
dipole”), press F3.  To exit a menu press F10.

Annie was very successful in the early days.  We sold about 250 copies world-
wide.  There are so many sophisticated tools out there now, it is primarily of
historical and perhaps educational interest now.  The primary benefit to me
was that it gave me the confidence and knowledge to jump full time into the
technical software business.  Visit http://www.sonnetusa.com if you would
like to see what we are up to now.  The whole trip has been a lot of fun.
Please enjoy!

Jim Rautio
Liverpool, NY
November 12, 2001




























































